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GO BACK AND READ 
WEEK 3 SLIDES AND 

EXAMPLES:

We were rushed for time at the end of our last class.

If the text is too small on handouts, go online and read them there
http://johnnyworthen.com/SharedResources/LLWRC837/Mystery Week 3.pdf
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Today’s Goals
• Workshop Clued Descriptions 

• Timelines

• Subplots 

• Secrets & Background Mysteries

• Supporting Cast

• Dialog

• The Interview

• Before the Fact Synopsis
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Workshop

• Clued Description 

• How are you coming with:

• Sleuth

• Synopsis Before the Fact 
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Timeline
• Tool to keep plot points/story events straight

• Some stories need them more than others 

• Good clue tool for your sleuth/story

• “I passed the drawing room at 5:26 exactly.”
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Subplots
• Extra Dimension

• Best if it informs primary plot

• Offer relief from main plot

• Reflection, Response Time

• Character Development Opportunity

• Can inform the main plot

• Can be part of the main puzzle (twist)

• Can give the sleuth ideas (inspiration)

• Can thematically inform (reflection)

• Can connect series of books
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Subplots & 
Other Mysteries

• One mystery leads to another. 

• Can take the story into a whole new direction

• Sometimes the original mystery is minor compared 
to whats uncovered during the investigation.

• Who killed the Janitor becomes less important than 
how the big corporation is dumping poison into the 
river and bribing officials to ignore it.

• BLADE RUNNER: Apprehending the Replicants is 
secondary to Deckard’s personal discoveries.
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Secrets: 
Background Mysteries
• Villain/Victim Secret

• First Story

• Suspect secrets

• Other Mysteries = Secrets

• Secrets within your Second Story

• Clues, color, and direction
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Example of a Secret

• Harvey Sinclair is an obvious suspect for killing his 
partner, Tom.

• But he was at a movie at the time of the murder

• It’s discovered that the movie was cancelled due to 
technical problem - he couldn’t have been there

• In reality, he was at his mistress’s apartment.

• He lied to protect his secret & his marriage
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Example of a Secret
• Ericka’s bank account shows a huge income of cash 

making her a prime suspect as the blackmailer

• In truth, Ericka has a gambling problem and finally 
had a win (but it doesn’t even come close to 
covering her losses)

• She’s hiding it from:

• Her family?

• Her business (embezzlement)?
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Example of a Secret
• The weird guy who keeps popping up all the time 

is really an undercover cop on another case.

• A witness won’t come forward because he was 
stalking an ex-girlfriend when he saw the killer 
and it’ll break his parole.

• A victim refuses to testify because they’re in the 
witness protection program/faked own death.

• Witness is trying to blackmail the killer.
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Secrets Breed Twists
• Plant clues for character secrets alongside First 

Story clues.

• When the mystery of the Secret is revealed, it can 
often be a Second Story Twist

• Tom’s motive falls apart when it’s discovered he and 
the victim were in fact fraternal twins and secretly 
working together to avenge their father’s death. 

• Jill wasn’t in Europe for the season, but actually 
having a baby in Tucson. Who’s the father?

• Secrets are often clues to the First Story mystery.
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Innocent Suspects

• A human red herring - A red human! LOL

• They appear guilty but aren’t

• Often have a Secret

• Mini-mystery

• Subplot
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Looking Guilty

• Obvious Motive

• Vanishing Act

• Stonewalling

• Contradictory Behavior

• Snooping around the 
detective

• Overeagerness

• Rotten Reputation

• Involved in a similar crime 
before

• Skeletons in the closet

• Cracks in the veneer
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Suspect Sketch
• Name

• Basic Information/Relationships

• Why does it it appears they did it?

• Why couldn’t they have done it?

• Alibi (means, motive, opportunity)

• What’s their lie?

• What’s their SECRET?

• THIS IS WHERE YOU FIND SUBPLOTS
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Investigation: Research
• Computers, libraries, records rooms, etc

• Knowledge Sleuth finds 

• Knowledge Author mentions

• Important common or uncommon knowledge

• Often research uses Support Characters

• Experts

• Fingerprints/DNA/History

• Snitches

• Sounding Board

• Fitting the clues together
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Support Characters
• Characters that assist the Sleuth in the investigation

• Bring something to quest the that the sleuth lacks

• Money

• Expertise

• Sounding board

• Side-kick

• Rival (antagonist)

• Subplots

• Can be suspects too
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Examples of 
Support Characters

• Sidekicks/Sounding Board:  
Watson (Holmes) / Hastings (Poirot)

• Informant: Huggy Bear (Starsky & Hutch)

• Rival: Lestrade (Holmes) / (The Other Guys)

• Equipment Supply: Q (Bond)

• Authority: Stottlemeyer (Monk)

• Finances: Higgins (Magnum PI)
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The Brand Demand 
Support Characters

• Galen - “Sleuth”

• The Gang

• Martin - Lawyer

• Luke - Male Assistant 

• Cindy - Female Assistant

• Erick - Computers

• Bonnie - Sidekick/Sounding Board+

• Agent Fieldman - Authority/Ally
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Support Character 
Sketch

• Name

• Basic Information

• Relationship with Sleuth

• How does this character help the Sleuth?

• What does the character bring to the story?

• Watch out for duplicate functionaries & redundant characters

• Could another character do it? (The Sleuth?)
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Dialog
• Dramatic - gives great insight into characters

• Write convincingly but NOT realistically

• Avoid adverbs

• Simple attributions — “said”

• Avoid long speeches

• Avoid having more than two people talking

• Avoid patois and slang (a little goes a long way)

• Break up dialog with action, body language - “business”

• Develop an “ear” for dialog - eavesdrop, read good authors
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Investigation:  
The Interview

• Sleuth talks to someone suspect/witness

• Subject responds

• Truth or Lies? - Clues

• Slip ups (motivation, knowledge, secrets)

• Subject’s motivation to talk/not to talk

• Getting them to talk

• Sleuth’s Strengths & Weaknesses

• Make the text serve multiple purposes

• Information/characterization/mood/theme/etc.
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“So that there were left in the saloon you, Mademoiselle Robson, Mademoiselle de 
Bellefort, Monsieur Doyle, and Monsieur Fanthorp. What were you all doing?”

“Mr. Fanthorp was reading a book. I’d got some embroidery. Miss de Bellefort was—she 
was—”

Fanthorp came to the rescue. “She was drinking pretty heavily.”
“Yes,” agreed Cornelia. “She was talking to me mostly and asking me about things at home. 

And she kept saying things—to me mostly, but I think there were kind of meant for Mr. Doyle. 
He was getting kind of mad at her, but he didn’t say anything. I think he thought if he kept 
quiet she might simmer down.”

“But she didn’t?”
Cornelia shook her head.
“I tried to go once or twice, but she made me stay, and I was getting very, very 

uncomfortable. And then Mr. Fanthorp got up and went out.”
“It was a little embarrassing,” said Fanthorp. “I thought I’d make an unobtrusive exit. Miss 

de Bellefort was clearing working up for a scene.”
“And then she pulled out the pistol,” went on  Cornelia, “and Mr. Doyle jumped up to try 

and get it away from her, and it went of and shot him through the leg; and then she began to 
sob and cry—and I was scared to death and ran out after Mr. Fanthorp and he came back 
with me, and Mr. Doyle said not to make a fuss, and one of the Nubian boys heard the noise 
of the shot and came along, but Mr. Fanthorp told him it was all right; and then we got 
Jacqueline away to her cabin, and Mr. Fanthorp stayed with her while I got Miss Bowers.” 
Cornelia paused breathless. Death on the Nile — Agatha Christie

Example
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Example
“Who got the books, soldier?”
“Not ready to talk, Edie. Why should I?”
He put the Luger down on the desk and slapped it with his open palm. 

“This,” he said. “And I might make it worth your while.”
“That’s the spirit. Leave the gun out of it. I can always hear the sound of 

money. How much are you clinking at me?”
“For doing what?”
“What did you want done?”
He slammed the desk hard. “Listen, soldier. I ask you a question and you 

ask me another. We’re not getting anywhere. I want to know where Geiger 
is, for my own personal reasons. I didn’t like his racket and I didn’t protect 
him. I happen to own this house. I’m not so crazy about that right now. I can 
believe that whatever you know about all this is under glass, or there would 
be a flock of johns squeaking sole leather around this dump. You haven’t got 
anything to sell. My guess is you need a little protection yourself. So cough 
up.”

The Big Sleep — Raymond Chandler
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Example
“Robert sent you to me?” she asked. Galen didn’t answer directly,  

only gestured for her to sit. She sat down. 
“I’ve been so worried,” she said. She looked it. 
“Why? What do you know?” Galen said in a cold, hard-ass monotone.  

“What do you think has happened to Mr. Brand?” 
“I don’t know,” she said. “I don’t know.”
“Hi, I’m Bonnie,” Bonnie said abruptly, offering her hand across the  

table. “This is my friend, Galen. Did my dad ever mention me?” 
Heather’s unease turned to surprise as she examined Bonnie’s face. 
Bonnie had moved into a kinder direction, actively taking the sympathetic role in good 

cop/bad cop. Or perhaps, Galen thought, she just sensed that his false bravado wasn’t working. 
Had he sounded too dramatic? Had he adopted a Bogart drawl? Shit. He might have. 

“Your dad? What?” She shook her head and said, “No. No, he never mentioned any kids. 
Nothing like that.” 

“He was my stepfather up in Idaho when he married my mother, his first wife.” 
“First wife? You mean Alice?” 
“No, Lily in Idaho.” 
“Robert’s only ever been married once,” she said. “He has no kids. He told me.” She 

pursed her lips and gave a knowing nod to conclude the point. 
Bonnie’s jaw dropped and Galen saw a flame ignite behind her eyes. 

The Brand Demand — Johnny Worthen

25

Example
“Did you take Rose out?” 
“You got a hearing problem, bro? Rose was no pusher.” 
“So you didn’t kill her? You’re denying it? It wasn’t you?” I figured I  

was so deep into the accusations, no reason to stop now. 
“You wearing some kind of wire? Need everything spelled out in little  

words?” 
“I just want to hear it.” 
“I didn’t kill Rose,” he said. “There? You satisfied?” 
“But she sold drugs?” 
“That’s different. That’s filling a need. That’s capitalism— supply and demand. That ain’t pushin.’”
“She sold drugs for you?” 
“No,” he said, and then seeing my objection, immediately added, “she sold drugs for herself. I 

just supplied them. She’d buy some weed from me or some shrooms or some of that fun ecstasy 
you liked at the rave. She’d keep some to get high and some she’d sell at a markup.”

“Did she buy from you on credit?” 
“Who you been talking to?” 
“I’m a detective now,” I said. The answer didn’t satisfy him, but his question was more rhetorical 

than not. 
“Yeah, I’d let her have some on the come. She always paid me back.” 
“That’s real nice,” I said sarcastically. “Do you give all your friends that kinda credit?” 
“Hell no,” he said. “Rose was different. Rose was Rose.”

The Finger Trap — Johnny Worthen
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Example
Luke pointed me to the couch.
“First, dude,” said Luke. “It was Barry who booted you the other 

 night. I was cool with you there.” 
“Yeah, I know. That’s kind of why I’m here. That and another thing.” 
He waited. I admired his chiseled chin and bright eyes. 
“You don’t think I killed Rose, do you?” I asked. 
“Hell no.” 
“Why?” 
He looked thoughtful for a moment, a perfect depiction of the emotion, worthy of 

sculpture. “I thought about it,” he said. “You’re not the type, and I know types. Plus, if you 
were the kind of guy who could fool me, you’d be smart enough not to get caught so easily.” 

“Did you do it?” 
I’d expected a blush or a pall, a telltale twitch broadcasting his guilt and tormented inner 

thoughts. Instead, he raised an eyebrow. 
“Why would you ask that?” he said. 
“You knew her,” I said. “You dated her. You’re big and strong and maybe the jealous type. 

Then again, you might even have been her pimp.” 
“Tony, what the **** are you talking about?” 
“The police said she was a prostitute? Was she?”
“Not with me,” he said. “Rose was Rose. We fell in love for a week or two, and then she 

moved on. She heard about me and wanted to try. We were friends.”

The Finger Trap — Johnny Worthen
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Example
“What does your mom do?”
“Nothing,” said Agnes. “When my dad died, she got a lot of money.”
“Insurance?”
“It was in a suitcase.”
“I like to keep my money in cash too,” said Cassie. “I have a big 

banker’s box full of money from all the tips I got working at charity 
events. I have bundles of money—fives, tens and twenties. The ones I 
give to the other helpers.”

“What do you do?”
“I show people to their tables and help with the auctions. African 

relief mostly. The people are very generous.”
“Why didn’t you give your tips to the charity?”
“I do,” she said. “For those. But at other times, like for all the 

Chamber of Commerce meetings, I keep them. I am going to use it to 
start a business. An animal shelter.”

Cassie, Who Lies (Early Draft) — Johnny Worthen

28

Example
“Why are we hiding?” said Scotty. “My heart is racing. We didn’t do anything wrong. Did 

we?”
“No,” she said. “But it feels good don’t you think?”
“I don’t know. Maybe. Why do you think that is?”
“My psychologist would say it’s about having control.” She regretted the words the instant 

they fell from her lips.
“Mine would say it’s about acting out,” said Scotty.
“I don’t really have a psychologist,” she said. “I was just—”
“I do.”
“Oh. Uhm, I had a few appointments,” she said. “But please don’t tell anyone, not after 

what happened today.”
“Yesterday,” he said. “And I won’t. But don’t worry about it. Everyone has a shrink.”
“Uh-huh.”
“Really. Gavin and Neil each have one. Elias has two. Makenna has hers on speed dial. 

Breilla calls hers “Dr. Denial.” I don’t know about Shelby and June, but I’d be shocked if they 
didn’t. No wait. I remember June saying her doctor was cute. She wanted to date him but 
they’re forbidden to date patients.”

“Back home having a psychiatrist meant you we were screwed up. Here it seems like a 
status symbol.”

“No. Screwed up is right.”
“Come on,” she said and went back to the fireplace.

Cassie, Who Lies (Early Draft) — Johnny Worthen
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Line ‘em up!
• Innocent Suspect Sketches

• Support Character Sketches

• Plan a subplot

• Up to 500 words Dialog / Interview Example

• Doing multiple things: plot, character, clues, mood, voice

• We will workshop these

• Continue Before the Fact Synopsis

• Recognize Clues and Secrets

• READ: The Big Body. Can you figure it out?
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